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To Our Friends at Our Savior Episcopal Church,

I wanted to write to you and express a most sincere thank you for your support both last year and this year with
providing our school with extra classroom snacks and water.

Our campus currently has the highest number of students who qualify for free or reduced lunch compared to any
of the other elementary campuses in the Columbia County School District.  What that means for us is that we have
students that depend on our school for their primary source of nutrition during the week.  As you know, kids get
hungry.  Some of our students arrive hungry and leave hungry.  The support you provide our campus helps us
ensure that we are supporting our students to make sure that this is not an issue.

The majority of our teachers allow students to have a snack during the day.  Because our campus is so large, our
lunches start at around 10 am with the last lunch ending at 1pm.  For students that have an early or late lunch the
day can be very long without a snack.  In addition, it is very hard to pay attention, be creative and learn when you
are hungry.   It can be very hard to be hungry and watch your classmate eating something.  In the past, the
majority of our teachers have paid for snacks out of their pocket to support students who do not have snacks.
Having been a teacher myself, I can tell you that this gets very costly in addition to the many other things most
teachers use their own funds for to support their classrooms.  Your monthly donation allows our teachers and
students to come to school and not have to worry about buying snacks or being hungry.

The majority of our students do bring snacks; however, some of our students are not capable of bringing a daily
snack.  Providing our campus with snacks prevents students from saving their Saturday Sacks for snacks for
school. In addition, it prevents students from stealing food from others so they are not hungry or do not feel
embarrassed about not having a snack.  Students who have food insecurities at home do not have to worry about
food insecurities at school.  In a sense, it levels the playing field and allows all students to eat if they are hungry.
This makes a huge difference in a students day, school year, life, and overall success and well being at school.
Our teachers are conscious of the snacks you provide and are grateful for this additional support.  I had a teacher
just this week come to me frantic about snacks that were needed for her classroom. It was a nice feeling to be able
to hand her what she needed for her students.

With the increased cost of groceries comes increased food insecurity.  Your support helps in more ways than you
can imagine.  That being said, if the burden or our current supply becomes too great, please let me know.  I know
we all feel the pain of the increased cost of food and I do not want to overburden your donors at a time that is
already stressful.  We just appreciate all that you do for our students at Grovetown Elementary.  Your partnership
with our campus is meaningful in so many ways and we look forward to continuing to work together for the
betterment of our students.

I am always here for any questions or concerns you may have.

Warmest Regards,
Lisa Poteete
Grovetown Elementary School Counselor


